
       
      

Proceedings of the seminar Grundtvig

Organized by the Association CITEMA

Cetona, 26 to 28 September 2012

Present for the seminar, following structures:
Conseil General de la Gironde: 6 people
Capture Art: 4 people
Cultural center in Dubrava 3 people
La Maison de la Creation: 3 people
CITEMA: 5 people

Wednesday, September 26, 

2012 at 9:30 Maïté Mazel, Director CITEMA officially opened the meeting.
Vincenzo Mencaglia, more commonly known as Pippo, President of the CITEMA welcomed 
the participants and showed his enthusiasm to see Cetona involved in a European project.
Then the Mayor of Cetona, Fabio Di Meo in his speech stressed the European dimension of 
the CITEMA projects. The actions of the association allow to open a dialogue with the local 
population on the values of the country and its assets and to think of the cultural identity of 
the area, an important topic in crisis time as today.

The opening by officials was followed by the presentation of some local experiences and 
testimonies:
Celso Fatichenti, president of the Leisure Centre for the elderly Cetona presented the center. 
This structure is fully funded by its 240 members, retirees of all ages. Social actions are 
proposed to fight against the isolation and marginalization of people, especially the elderly. 
They also develop programs to encourage socialization and solidarity between generations, 
such as the participation of all children to grow a vegetable garden.

Suzanne Alexander, farmer, talked about his experience and her actions towards local 
sustainable development and awareness about "responsible purchase", via the  GAS 
network (group for equal shopping) created in 1994.
This is a way to support local agriculture and raise awareness of the fact that it is cheaper 
now in the structures of multinationals is not profitable in the long term. The network intends 
to act on Ethics ( limit environmental damage, breaking the traditional framework of 
marketing ...). The choice of buying a product should not be motivated solely by savings but 
by a responsible choice.

In his farming activities, Suzanne is assisted by volunteers from the youth system Wooffinf. 
The Wooffing aims to disseminate knowledge and interest for a lifestyle based on organic 
and biodynamic. It is also a way for volunteers to travel around the world at low cost and at 
the same time to help where the need arises.



It is important to note that the open cluster Citema artisans was then extended to farmers in 
the area and in particular buying group solidarity (GAS) developed among others by 
Suzanne Alexander.

In the afternoon, Luca Sberna, Raku ceramics craftsman and educator at a center for 
mentally handicapped in Città della Pieve presented his project. Luca works for the 
rehabilitation of disabled people through artistic activities as therapeutic value. It provides 
and manages the shop floor.

Participants then attended a ceramics workshop led by Luca Sberna. Objects had been 
worked and cooked upstream by Franco Cicerchia to allow participants to immediately work 
on enamel; painted objects have been cooked via the specific technique called "raku". 
Participants followed the steps enthusiastically to discover at the end their own creations!

The reason for this sequence was to involve physically the participants and make them work 
with their hands, as craftspeople do. The objective was to repeat part of repeating the 
gesture of the craftsman, but to put them in the situation of the learner, such as young 
participants to workshops organised by CITEMA members.

Thursday, September 27, 2012

Meeting with Marcella Giglioni, Director of the Job Centre.

She presented the Val di Chiana in the province of Siena, working area for this Job Centre 
and the challenges faced by job seekers. She presented the tools available to the public for 
training, the ILA card.

Meeting at Theatre CantinoneArte
Claudio Borgoni and Davor Ciglar Theatre Cantinone Arte illustrated their actions in particular 
the European project "Rete Migrant Women" they just completed. The purpose of this project 
was to enable migrant women living in Tuscany and isolated or belonging to closed 
communities ti
 be open to the Italian reality: meeting other women,  learning at first the basics of the Italian 
language and then engage in a theatrical activity. It was a great challenge because many 
women knew many obstacles from their husbands. Thanks to the climate of confidence 
created, these difficulties were gradually overcome. The European project is finished, but the 
theater has decided to continue to build on this experience to the request also concerned.

The next meeting was with Cesare Mazzetti, copperware, and of his workshop. He brought 
the testimony of his experience, and the problem of transmitting his activity. He made an 
exhibition of his work and made a sheet custom initial name of each participant.

Friday, September 28, 2012

Presentation of the European project "Sostenuto" by Maite Mazel and Fabienne Trotte.
Sostenuto project is a project that aims to deepen the relationship between culture and 
processes of social innovation and economic development. This project was carried out 
during the last three years in Med program with support from the European Development 
Fund (ERDF) and the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA). This initiative is based 
on the interaction between seven very different organizations from France, Italy (one beeing 
the association CITEMA) Spain, Slovenia and Montenegro.
CITEMA Association has been involved as a "laboratory" in the set-up of a cluster of 
craftsmen. Originally, it consisted in a small number of artisans from the south of Tuscany, 
then Umbria and has now branches in other regions of Italy and Europe. This is a group built 
around the crafts and local development. This network brings together people, organizations; 



institutions (artisans, professionals, territory and culture, artists, teachers, citizens ...) sharing 
the same values of society and wanted to experiment and test innovative practices, 
exchange and get their own local and global approach.

Presentation of the Grundtvig project blog, and how to use it.

Evaluation of the seminar: Session moderated by Deb from Capture Art, according to the 
method of Six hats. The results will be summarized in a separate report that will be sent in a 
second time.

Steering committee for the project partners.

Visit Mondo X:

Mondo X was created in 1961 by a Franciscan friar Padre Eligio. It is a network of people 
and places with a mission to help people in great difficulty, to provide support and 
rehabilitation. Mondo X has a unique approach: it provides a discipline which draws on the 
monastic life, simple, austere and calm, punctuated by the work. Rehabilitation goes mainly 
by learning handicrafts in many areas. There is no teacher or therapist, former residents 
ensure the transmission of knowledge to newcomers. All tasks for the smooth running of the 
community are provided by all residents. Community in this way ensures the transmission of 
values, real technical knowledge to prepare residents for a future life.
The center is supported primarily by donations from residents' families or wealthy patrons, he 
also saw revenue of a restaurant owned by residents (all fruits and vegetables are grown on 
site) and the products crafts (objects made by residents).

The seminar ended on Friday at 18 hours.


